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Get the Toronto Star weekend
home delivery for just

$399* AWEEK FOR
12 MONTHS

YOU’LL GET:
• Saturday and Sunday home delivery
• Starweek Magazine print edition
• Complimentary 7-day ePaper edition
• Complimentary 7-day access to
thestar.com website

*Plus HST. This introductory offer is not available to existing Toronto Star subscribers. Save 46% off the newsstand rate for Saturday and Sunday delivery. This offer includes
Starweek Magazine. The New York Times International Weekly or Book Review sections are not included. This offer is for a 12-month term and includes complimentary access
to thestar.com and the Toronto Star ePaper edition. Complimentary access is available to Toronto Star home-delivery subscribers with an active account in good standing. If you
choose to cancel your print account, or your subscription is in arrears, your access to thestar.com and the ePaper edition will be discontinued. The Toronto Star reserves the right
to discontinue this offer at any time. Toronto Star delivery will continue after the 12-month introductory period at the regular home-delivery rate then in effect. This offer is a fixed
subscription term. If you cancel prior to the end of the term, you will be charged an early cancellation fee equal to amounts otherwise payable for the remainder of the term, plus
applicable taxes. The cancellation fee will be charged using the billing method we have on file at the time of cancellation. Please contact customer service at 416-367-4500 to get
the regular rate for your area. Payment must be made by credit card only. Credit card payments will be billed monthly. View our subscriber agreement terms at www.thestar.com/
agreement. Toronto Star is committed to protecting your personal information. View our privacy policy at www.thestar.com/privacy. Offer expires August 31, 2021.

SAVE 46 % OFFTHE NEWSSTAND RATE

SUBSCRIBE ONLINE: tsoffers.ca/deal/comm
OR CALL: 416-367-4500 and quote code 2DAYSAVE

for weekend home delivery for 12 months

Inside the risky business of Canada’s
dead ships: big money, rough seas, old steel
and millions of dollars in cleanup. A26-27
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Broken vessels
WEATHER HIGH 27 C | THUNDERSTORMS | MAP A28 SATURDAY, JUNE 26, 2021

The MV Miner ran aground in Nova Scotia in 2011, crashing onto the shores of Scatarie Island, a pristine environmental area protected by the province.
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES AND NOVA SCOTIA ENVIRONMENT

STAR INVESTIGATION

Stay Inside. Stay Informed.

As the COVID-19 pandemic continues to unfold, we will be making some changes 
to our website and newsletter. In regards to Canada’s federal government 

advising against all unnecessary travel, we will not be promoting any flights, travel 
deals and travel packages until further notice.

But, just because our travel deals have been put on hold, our team is dedicated to 
providing YOU, our amazing subscribers, with inspiring and informative blog 

content during this time! If you haven’t done so yet, please sign up for our weekly 
newsletter so we can keep you up to date!

Please Visit Travelalerts.ca for fresh travel 
content, exclusive tips and more!

Amid global climate im-
pacts including B.C.'s heat
wave that killed more than
800 people, Toronto is ac-
celerating parts of its plan
to help slow and eventual-
ly stop the unfolding catas-
trophe.

City council's recent
meeting saw approval of a
host of climate-related pol-
icies — some with teeth,
others more symbolic —
including a requirement
for developers to make
new buildings significant-
ly less polluting than those
constructed now.

Sarah Buchanan, cam-
paigns director for Toron-
to Environmental Alli-
ance, was struck that
councillors are now trying
to alleviate immediate im-
pacts of extreme weather
along with steps to reduce
warming by going carbon
neutral by 2050.

Councillor-initiated
motions included efforts
to protect highrise renters
from scorching heat and
homeowners from base-
ment flooding triggered by
increasingly intense rain-
fall overwhelming the sew-
er system and invading
basements.

"Council is starting to
connect the climate dots
here," Buchanan says, "by
backing some big actions
to cut greenhouse gas
emissions while, at the
same time, dealing with is-
sues like flooding in Black
Creek and stormwater
runoff."

She applauded updates
to the ambitious long-term
plan, but noted many ac-
tions, including home ret-
rofits that will cost billions
of dollars, remain unfund-
ed.

"We're starting to see
more ambition and that's
great, but when you boil it
down a lot of these big

plans need funding to hap-
pen on the massive scale
required, so we'll be
watching as always at
(city) budget time," Bu-
chanan said.

Bryan Purcell, vice-
president of regional cli-
mate agency TAF, says
council's moves "are a step
in the right direction to-
ward strengthening cli-
mate policies and pro-
grams — but still fall short
of responding to the sever-
ity of the climate emergen-
cy.

"We hope to see more
and stronger action by the
end of this year when we're
expecting staff to report
back with an updated over-
all climate plan," he says.

"Toronto is such a sig-
nificant part of Ontario,
and of Canada, that if we
fall behind on climate, it
puts at risk provincial and
national targets toward
net zero (carbon). It also
risks Toronto being left be-

hind in the 21st-century
economy."

We asked Buchanan
and Purcell to parse some
of the city initiatives:

• Toronto Green Stan-
dard update: "It takes ef-
fect for all new develop-
ments starting in April
2022 and requires about 25-
per-cent better carbon
emission performance
compared to the current
standard in Toronto," Pur-
cell says.

"It's a very significant
step forward in an area
where Toronto is a leader
in Canada, along with Van-
couver." Tools builders
can use to reduce emis-
sions including green
roofs, electric-vehicle
parking, heat pumps and
extra-efficient windows.

Buchanan calls the
plan "ambitious but also
the bare minimum of what
we need to do," to have a
shot at achieving the city's
reduction targets for 2030

and 2050.
• Net zero existing

building strategy: A multi-
step road map to ensure
virtually all Toronto
buildings, including sin-
gle-family homes, become
energy efficient includes
voluntary emission tar-
gets that later become
mandatory. That requires
retrofits — and pricey pro-
grams to subsidize them.
Purcell says: "There are
about a half-million homes
— to get to net zero by 2050
we need to make a lot of
progress by 2030. It's a re-
ally important step but the
city has a lot of work ex-
ploring its authority (to
enact it) under provincial
legislation and crafting a
bylaw."

Buchanan says her alli-
ance supports the strategy
but also wants a "holistic"
approach toward build-
ings that addresses their
affordability, heat wave
impacts and waste man-

agement along with their
carbon footprint.

• Basement flooding,
overheated highrises and
stormwater fee motions:
All are attempts to allevi-
ate climate change im-
pacts on Torontonians.
Coun. Mike Layton's
stormwater motion asks
city staff to report back on
establishing a fee, paid by
property owners based on
their amount of hard sur-
faces including large park-
ing lots. The more hard
surfaces, the more runoff
and the more flooding.

"For me," Buchanan
says, council thwarting
past attempts at establish-
ing such a fee "is an exam-
ple of ambition falling
short when it's put to the
test." Significant revenues
from stormwater fees,
with owners of big lots in-
cluding shopping malls
paying the most, could
help fund a lot of anti-
flooding efforts, she says.
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